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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION: U.S. POSITION ON 
REFERRALS UNDER ECOSOC RESOLUTION 1503 

REFS: (A) GENEVA 901, (B) STATE 27870 

1. IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECRETARY'S DECISION TO INSTRUCT 
U.S. DELEGATION TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT (REF B) DELEGATION 
SHOULD INCLUDE VERBATIM IN ITS OPENING PUBLIC STATEMENT 
RE 1503 PROCEDURES THE FOLLOWING: QTE. WHEN THE SUB 
COMMISSION REFERS A SITUATION TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
AS REVEALING A CONSISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS AND RELIABLY 
ATTESTED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS REQUIRING CON- 
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SIDERATION BY THE COMMISSION UNDER ECOSOC RESOLUTION 
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1503 AND WHEN THE SITUATION IS REASONABLY SUPPORTED BY 
THE RECORD BEFORE THE SUBCOMMISSION AND IS OF CONTINUING 
AND CURRENT CONCERN, THE UNITED STATES WILL SUPPORT A 
THOROUGH STUDY. THE UNITED STATES' SUPPORT 

OF A STUDY DOES NOT IMPLY A PREJUDGMENT ON THE MERITS 
BY THE UNITED STATES. UNQTE. INGERSOLL 
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